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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a FINAL OFFICE ACTION in response to the Amendment after Final, filed 
11/21/2008. 

The amendment after final rejection filed on 11/21/2008 has been entered. 

The present US Application 10/586218, filed 07/14/2006, is a national stage entry 
of PCT/IB05/50153 international Filing Date: 01/13/2005. 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), for the 
EPO Application No. 04100141.3, filed 01/19/2004, which papers have been placed of 
record in the file. 

The drawings replacement sheets for Figs. 1-3 received on 9/4/2008 are 
acceptable. 

Objection to the specification has been withdrawn in view of a new title 
suggested by the Examiner. 

Objection to the Claims has been withdrawn in view of the amendment to the 

claims. 

Claims 1-25 are presently under examination and pending. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 1 1/21/2008, with respect to the rejection of Claims 
1-25 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Park et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
7,296,200), have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
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The Examiner agrees that the Park reference, with U.S. filing date November 24, 
2004, does not qualify as prior art under § 102(e), because Applicant claims foreign 
priority under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), for the EPO Application No. 04100141.3 in English, 
having a priority date January 19, 2004, which predates the Park reference filing date. 

Therefore, the Final Office Action has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made, as set forth in the present Office 
Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claim 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bhattacharya (US Patent No. 6,378,090) ISSUED: April 23, 2002. 

Regarding independent Claims 1,13, Bhattacharya discloses hierarchical test 
access port architecture for electronic circuits including embedded core having 
built-in test access port, Figs. 7 and 14, comprising: 

A test access mechanism (programmable switch 740) arranged to transport test 
data input (TDI) and test data output (TDO) to and from the embedded cores 720 and 
730 under test, respectively. 
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A global enable signal (DISABLE TMS) test mode select provided for placing the 
embedded cores 720 and 730 in a test mode. 

a plurality of control circuits (AND gates 741 and 743) provided between the 
DISABLE TMS and each one of the associated embedded cores 720 and 730 arranged 
to control whether or not the DISABLE TMS is passed to one of the associated cores. 

Regarding Claims 2-12, 14-25, Bhattacharya discloses a snoopy test access port 
717 having a snoopy test access port controller 921 , which receives the TMS signal and 
generates the DISABLE TMS signal, a shown in Figs. 7 and 1 1 . The Disable TMS 
signal is supplied to AND gates 741 and 743 (FIG. 7) to control supply of test data input 
TDI to the corresponding embedded cores. This disable TMS signal is low-active when 
snoopy test access controller 921 has control of the test bus. Thus embedded cores do 
not receive the test mode select TMS signal when snoopy test access port controller 
921 has control of the test bus. This Disable TMS signal is high-inactive when snoopy 
test access controller 921 is in a snoopy state. This permits the supply of the test mode 
select signal to the embedded cores. 

The test mode select TMS and test data input TDI pins of integrated circuit 700 
are connected directly to snoopy test access port 717 and to programmable switch 740. 
The test data output TDO output of snoopy test access port 717 is connected only to 
programmable switch 740. The embedded test access ports 727 and 737 receive their 
test mode select TMS and test data input TDI inputs from programmable switch 740. 
The embedded test access ports 727 and 737 supply their test data outputs TDO only 
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to programmable switch 740. The test data output TDO of integrated circuit 700 is 
supplied by programmable switch 740. 

FIG. 8 illustrates details of programmable switch 740 having switch 803, which is 
essentially a crossbar switch between test mode select TMS, test data input TDI and 
test data outputs TD01 , TD02 and TD03 as inputs and test mode select TMS2 and 
TMS3 and test data inputs TDI2 and TDI3 as outputs. 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES C. KERVEROS whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-3824. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jacques H. Louis-Jacques can be reached on (571) 272-4150. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JAMES C KERVEROS/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 21 1 7 

Date: 10 December 2008 
Office Action: Final Rejection 
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